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Background 
The document includes an extract from the outcome of HELCOM GEAR 6-2014, held on 26-27 March 2014 

in Berlin, Germany, of relevance to MONAS. 

 

Action required 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the information. 
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Extract from HELCOM GEAR 6-2014 
 

Activities of relevant HELCOM projects or processes 

EUTRO-OPER 

- The Meeting took note of the progress report of EUTRO-OPER project that has started in January 2014, 

as presented by Ms. Vivi Fleming-Lehtinen, Project Manager of EUTRO-OPER. 

- The Meeting took note that one of the tasks of EUTRO-OPER is to ensure coherence to coastal and 

offshore assessment stressed the importance of using the WFD assessments in coastal waters as a 

contribution to MSFD requirements for assessing the state of eutrophication in the Baltic Sea marine 

region. The Meeting also noted that the European Commission will look into the relationship of WFD 

and MSFD to work out the relation and complementarity. 

- The Meeting took note that EUTRO-OPER is proposing a set of new indicators. The Meeting recognized 

that the proposed new indicators are important but stressed the importance of that this work should 

not take effort from finalizing core indicators reports for the existing eutrophication indicators.  

- The Meeting invited the EUTRO-OPER to prepare a proposal on how to measure and illustrate distance 

from GES. 

CORESET II 

- The Meeting took note of the HELCOM CORESET II progress report as presented by Ms. Lena Avellan, 

Project Manager. 

- The Meeting recognised the urgent need to appoint additional Task Managers for CORESET II. 

- The Meeting took note of the following points regarding the CORESET II work raised by the Meeting: 

 Denmark informed on the nomination of three to four national experts as Task Managers for 

hazardous substances indicators to be done in the near future. 

 Germany reminded the meeting of their study reservation on the indicators on bio-effects of 

contaminants and the clarification of their position at previous meetings. Germany raised the 

question when the status of bio-effect indicators will be resolved. Germany also raised the concern 

of investing resources into the development of indicators that are not accepted by all Contracting 

Parties and reminded the meeting that “supplementary indicators“ are not a priority of CORESET 

II. The Project Manager responded that bio-effect indicators are taken forward if several countries 

are interested in the development keeping in mind that they might not be accepted in the end. 

 Regarding appointing task managers for the indicator regarding oiled birds a suggestion was raised 

by WWF to reach out for NGO e.g. Sea alarm an organisation collecting data on oiled birds and 

mammals. 

 Finland stressed the need for the hazardous substances indicators to be fully with in line with the 

WFD and the Directive on priority substances assessment approaches in the field of water policy. 

 Poland informed that they will appoint Task Managers for sea trout and salmon in the near future, 

Mr. Adam Lejk will be acting as the Task Manager in lead and Mr. Tomasz Wandzel will be 

supporting in case of the absence of Mr. Lejk for the indicators “Abundance of key fish species”, 

“Abundance of fish key functional group” and “Proportion of large fish in the community”. 

- The Meeting also pointed out the need to agree as soon as possible on which candidate indicators to 

develop further, to put more emphasis on the development of pressure indicators as well as to seek for 

opportunities to collaborate on some of the indicators together with e.g. OSPAR ICG-COBAM and the 

expertise from HELCOM projects and expert groups. 

- The Meeting was concerned that the limited number of Contracting Parties participating in the 

development of some of the indicators might result in that the indicators are not endorsed by all 
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Contracting Parties, and that a better use of the HELCOM expert network in the development of the 

indicator could alleviate this problem. 

- The Meeting agreed to take the issues [raised above] into account in the work within CORESET II and 

requested the Contracting Parties to report their current drafts of national indicators that have been 

reported to the MSFD as well as indicators being nationally developed with the aim of being taken up in 

the monitoring programmes. The Meeting agreed that this reporting is to be done by filling in a table 

provided by and to be returned to the Project Manager (lena.avellan@helcom.fi) by 25 April 2014. The 

Meeting further agreed that the Project Manager should analyse the match been national indicators and 

HELCOM indicators to examine which HELCOM indicators have a good back up in national processes, 

and present the results to the next meeting of HELCOM GEAR with the view that the meeting will use 

the results of the analysis for further consideration of development of indicators.  

 

BASE 

- The Meeting took note of the contribution by BASE project to the indicator work in the Russian 

Federation as represented by Mr. Leonid Korovin, Russia (document 3-7). The BASE project will come to 

an end in August 2014 and will continue the activities in close cooperation with the CORESET II project. 

Russian specialists currently working for BASE are looking for the possibility to take part in the CORESET 

II project.  

 

MORE 

- The Meeting took note the Progress report of MORE project for the revision of HELCOM monitoring 

programmes, as presented by the Secretariat (document 3-2) and endorsed the ongoing activities of the 

project. 

- The Meeting took note of the comment by Germany that the development of the Monitoring manual 

needs to be an iterative process sine monitoring programmes are in different stages of development 

and can therefore not be finalized at the same time, and that for the time being the key focus should be 

to review and publish information on existing HELCOM coordinated monitoring to the Monitoring 

Manual. 

- The Meeting took note of the information by the Secretariat that MORE, through the programme topic 

templates, is gathering information on already coordinated monitoring as well as monitoring required to 

support core indicators for which monitoring might not yet be coordinated. The purpose of gathering 

the information is, in addition to produce the Monitoring Manual, to cater for the upcoming task of 

MORE to analyse and propose revised HELCOM coordinated monitoring programmes. The content of 

the Monitoring Manual will be discussed at the upcoming MORE meeting to be held on 23-24 April in 

Tallinn.  

- The Meeting endorsed organising the next HELCOM MORE Meeting in Tallinn, Estonia, on 23-24 April 

2014. 

BALSAM 

- The Meeting took note of the information on the progress report of the BALSAM project (document 3-3) 

as presented by the Secretariat and endorsed the work done within the project. 

- The Meeting further took note of the comment by Finland pointing out that the project was set up to 

support the development and implementation of monitoring programmes and that the planned gap 

analysis versus needs of the MSFD to be performed by BALSAM now seems redundant since countries 

are soon to report their MSFD monitoring programmes.   
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- The Meeting was of the opinion that the work of BALSAM should be reviewed with the view of better 

serving the need of the Contracting Parties. The Meeting agreed to ask the MORE project in cooperation 

with the BALSAM project steering group, to review the process and the overall approach and to make 

sure that resources will be used in the best way and to consider whether it could be possible to redirect 

the use of the resources within the BALSAM project.  

HOLAS II 

- The Meeting took note of the draft project description of a second holistic assessment of ecosystem 

health of the Baltic Sea, as presented by the Secretariat (document 3-5, Presentation 3), and of the 

proposal to update the HELCOM assessment tools as part of the project, base the assessment on the 

DPSIR-approach, and include a strengthened component of social and economic analyses compared to 

the previous holistic assessment in agreement with the 2013 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting.  

- The Meeting welcomed the project proposal in general but felt that it is too ambitious and was 

concerned that it includes aspects not required by the 2018 MSFD reporting. 

- The Meeting agreed that the holistic assessment should be based on the DPSIR-approach but with the 

understanding that A1 (pressure), A2 (state) and A3 (impact on society) would be elaborated in detail 

while A4 (response/measures) and A5 (appropriateness of measures) should be carried out with less 

depth and presented as e.g. a discussion chapter. 

- The Meeting noted that Denmark and Poland raised study reservations on including A4 and A5.  

- The Meeting took note of the comment by ICES reminding the Meeting of a joint group for integrated 

assessment for the Baltic Sea, to explore links between the project and already ongoing work within the 

ICES-HELCOM group to avoid possible overlaps. 

- The Meeting noted the proposal from Denmark to base the holistic assessment on a combined approach 

using national indicators as a supplement to the HELCOM core indicators.  

- The Meeting stressed the importance that the core indicators should form the basis for the holistic 

assessment as a basis for ensuring regional coherence and as agreed in the HELCOM Monitoring and 

Assessment Strategy. The Meeting also recognized that while the first set of core indicators have been 

agreed, the development of new core indicators is still ongoing. 

- The Meeting agreed to use HELCOM core indicators as a basis for the project and acknowledged the 

need for continued development of pre-core and candidate indicators. 

- The Meeting discussed the possibility to postpone the finalization of the holistic report e.g. to mid-2017, 

with the understanding that substantial work will be ready already by end of 2016 but that some more 

months will be needed for finalising the final product. Postponing the assessment would also allow for 

better alignment with the planned assessment in OSPAR. 

- The Meeting took note of the comment by Sweden wanting to see the assessment structured in a way 

so that the information can be disaggregated to the national level to enable the use of the information 

also for other purposes than joint MSFD reporting. 

- The Meeting discussed the two alternative structures for Project Management presented in the 

proposal and agreed that the project should be coordinated by a Chair and a core team representing the 

Contracting Parties. The Meeting also proposed that the Chair and core team could be supported by a 

project coordinator. 

- The Meeting mandated the Secretariat to seek external funding for HOLAS II. 

- The Meeting agreed that further comments to the project proposal are to be sent to the Professional 

Secretary (ullali.zweifel@helcom.fi) at latest by 1 May 2014 and that comments should be coordinated 

at the national level. 
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Coordination and information related to the implementation of the ecosystem approach and related 

policies 

- The Meeting took note of the Roadmap of HELCOM activities on Ecosystem Approach (document 4-6), 

as presented by the Secretariat and discussed the planned activities on the HELCOM Roadmap and how 

to prioritize the future work, recalling that the activities outlined on the HELCOM Roadmap have been 

agreed by the 2013 HELCOM Ministerial meeting.  

- The Meeting proposed to prioritize the following issues within the Roadmap, as regards timing of 

project implementation: 

HIGHEST PRIORITY: 

- the development of a holistic assessment, which would also cover other activities on the Roadmap 

including the development of assessment tools and pressure indicators, and  

- the Regional Action Plan (RAP) on marine litter, recognizing that it would also serve to strengthen 

work on regional coherence in the Baltic Sea marine region, and that continued cooperation with 

OSPAR should be sought on the issue of marine litter; 

2nd PRIORITY: 

- the ongoing PLUS-project developing and modernizing the Pollution Load database, being critical 

for the follow up the HELCOM nutrient load reduction scheme; 

- the MORE project to finalize the monitoring guidelines and update of the recommendation 19/3 as 

outlined in the Roadmap; 

3rd PRIORITY:  

- continued work within the PROTECT project. The Meeting proposed to split the work of PROTECT in 

two parts and to start with the allocation of funds for the agreed modernization of the database for 

protected areas as a first step followed by the assessment of ecological coherence as a second step, 

taking note of the information from the EC that a contract is under way that will assess the criteria 

used to assess ecological coherence of the MPA networks. GEAR asked the secretariat to revise the 

project proposal accordingly. 

- development of the biodiversity database including to provide data to the HELCOM holistic 

assessment. 

 

- The Meeting took note of the information that support from the Secretariat on the development of the 

RAP on marine litter will terminate by summer 2014. The Meeting further noted the information by 

Germany that they are interested in giving continued support to the development of the Regional Action 

Plan of marine litter. The Meeting also noted that Sweden is prepared to support the work on the 

Regional Action Plan and that Finland will proactively contribute to the process. 

- The Meeting noted the comment that Germany has some concerns on the effectiveness of continuing 

the MORE project beyond 2014 and that the development of monitoring guidelines can be taken 

forward by experts. 

- The Meeting agreed that work on non-indigenous species should be continued to be dealt with by 

CORESET II and be included as part of the holistic assessment and cooperate with ICES and OSPAR while 

doing so. 

- The Meeting agreed to hold the next Meeting of the Group, HELCOM GEAR 7-2014 as a one day Skype 

or videoconference meeting 16 June to share information on status of Programmes of Measures and 

continue discussion along the questions outlined in document 4.2. 

- The Meeting welcomed the offer from Estonia to host GEAR 8-2014 Meeting in Tallinn, 8-10 October, 

starting and ending at noon. 


